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Libraries Need FriendsLibraries Need Friends

Library associationsLibrary associations
advocating for librariesadvocating for libraries
agencies in helping libraries to surviveagencies in helping libraries to surviveagencies in helping libraries to surviveagencies in helping libraries to survive
counteract negative public opinioncounteract negative public opinion



Libraries needLibraries need

public advocacypublic advocacy
AmbassadorsAmbassadors
public recognitionpublic recognitionpublic recognitionpublic recognition

the support of Friends of Libraries Groupsthe support of Friends of Libraries Groups



Friends of Libraries GroupsFriends of Libraries Groups

Are extremely valuable in promotingAre extremely valuable in promoting
public librariespublic libraries
special librariesspecial librariesspecial librariesspecial libraries
large scientific librarieslarge scientific libraries

ff ti t i h l i tff ti t i h l i tare effective supporters in helping to are effective supporters in helping to 
influence decision makersinfluence decision makers



DBV: Supporting FrienDBV: Supporting Friendsds

Voluntary work Voluntary work -- an essential factoran essential factor
Growing number of Friends of Libraries Growing number of Friends of Libraries 
Groups: 45 in 1975 >> 300 in 2005Groups: 45 in 1975 >> 300 in 2005Groups: 45 in 1975 >> 300 in 2005Groups: 45 in 1975 >> 300 in 2005
Example: FOLUSAExample: FOLUSA
DBV: Survey in 2001DBV: Survey in 2001
Increasing number of published articlesIncreasing number of published articlesIncreasing number of published articlesIncreasing number of published articles



Issues of concern to Friends ofIssues of concern to Friends ofIssues of concern to Friends of Issues of concern to Friends of 
Libraries GroupsLibraries Groupspp

Organizing and assistance with public Organizing and assistance with public 
tteventsevents

FundraisingFundraisinggg
Promotion and advancement of the Promotion and advancement of the 
libraries’ imagelibraries’ imagelibraries  imagelibraries  image
Needed: Needed: 

A f f th h f idA f f th h f idA forum for the exchange of ideasA forum for the exchange of ideas
Umbrella organization to promote their idealsUmbrella organization to promote their ideals



A Road Map for Friends ofA Road Map for Friends ofA Road Map for Friends of A Road Map for Friends of 
Libraries GroupsLibraries Groupspp

Database of Friends of Libraries GroupsDatabase of Friends of Libraries Groups
Umbrella: “Standing Conference”Umbrella: “Standing Conference”
Nationwide networking and exchange ofNationwide networking and exchange ofNationwide networking and exchange of Nationwide networking and exchange of 
experiencesexperiences
Friends’ own websiteFriends’ own website
Participation in the work of regionalParticipation in the work of regionalParticipation in the work of regional Participation in the work of regional 
German Library AssociationsGerman Library Associations



A Wonderful CoincidenceA Wonderful Coincidence

German Library Association’s decisionGerman Library Association’s decision
to promote Friends of Libraries Groupsto promote Friends of Libraries Groups

Humboldt University Berlin LIS Class’Humboldt University Berlin LIS Class’Humboldt University Berlin LIS Class  Humboldt University Berlin LIS Class  
decisiondecision

bli h h db k “F i d fbli h h db k “F i d fto publish a handbook on “Friends of to publish a handbook on “Friends of 
Libraries Groups”Libraries Groups”
to organize a nationwide conference to organize a nationwide conference 



Looking Back:Looking Back:
“Turning an Idea into a Book”“Turning an Idea into a Book”Turning an Idea into a BookTurning an Idea into a Book

www ib huwww ib hu berlin de/buchidee/index htmlberlin de/buchidee/index htmlwww.ib.huwww.ib.hu--berlin.de/buchidee/index.htmlberlin.de/buchidee/index.html



“C“Clubs of Notabilities?”lubs of Notabilities?”

WhatWhat dodo FriendsFriends ofof LibrariesLibraries reallyreally do?do?
WhatWhat cancan theythey reallyreally do?do?
ExamplesExamples ofof “Best“Best Practice”?Practice”?ExamplesExamples ofof BestBest Practice ?Practice ?
LegalLegal problems?problems?
St t iSt t i ibilitiibiliti dd l tfl tf i d?i d?Strategies,Strategies, possibilitiespossibilities andand platformsplatforms required?required?
SupportSupport forfor library’slibrary’s marketingmarketing strategies?strategies?
PromotingPromoting thethe ideaidea ofof “Friends“Friends ofof Libraries”?Libraries”?
ConferenceConference // publication?publication?ConferenceConference // publication?publication?



First: The ConferenceFirst: The Conference

May 2005May 2005
Joint venture with Free University BerlinJoint venture with Free University Berlin
Speakers fromSpeakers fromSpeakers fromSpeakers from

all over Germanyall over Germany
UK (Library Campaign)UK (Library Campaign)
USA (Folusa)USA (Folusa)USA (Folusa)USA (Folusa)
Austria (Nat. Libr. Vienna)Austria (Nat. Libr. Vienna)



Themes of the conferenceThemes of the conference

Any books left over?Any books left over?

Offering wisdom Offering wisdom –– searching friendssearching friends
Opening hours on SundayOpening hours on Sunday
Adopt a book!Adopt a book!

“C t lib i“C t lib i t h ”t h ”“Cut libraries “Cut libraries –– see wot hapens”.see wot hapens”.
Modern fundraising strategiesModern fundraising strategies
Legal and tax matters of Friends of Libraries Legal and tax matters of Friends of Libraries 
groupsgroups



Looking Inside …Looking Inside …

“With a Little Help “With a Little Help 
From My Friends” From My Friends” ––
A Handbook.A Handbook.
Bad Honnef, 2005Bad Honnef, 2005



A Fruitful Joint VentureA Fruitful Joint Venture

Humboldt Universität BerlinHumboldt Universität Berlin
The German Library AssociationThe German Library Association

2500 copies for free2500 copies for free2500 copies for free2500 copies for free
For their membersFor their members
For Friends of Libraries GroupsFor Friends of Libraries GroupsFor Friends of Libraries GroupsFor Friends of Libraries Groups



IFLA:IFLA:

“It“It isis timetime forfor librarieslibraries toto workwork togethertogether
ithith liblib h lh l dd f i lf i l iiwithwith librarylibrary scholarsscholars andand professionalsprofessionals inin
orderorder toto fulfillfulfill thethe rolerole andand functionsfunctions ofof
2121 tt tt i f tii f ti tt tt tt2121stst centurycentury informationinformation centrescentres toto meetmeet
thethe challengeschallenges ofof thisthis fastfast movingmoving worldworld..””



Open AccessOpen Access

httphttp:://www//www..ibib..huhu--
berlinberlin..de/buchidee/buchde/buchidee/buch44/index/index..htmlhtml

httphttp:://www//www..bibliotheksverbandbibliotheksverband..de/konferede/konfere
/h db h/h db h h lh lnz/handbuchnz/handbuch..htmlhtml



Many thanks!Many thanks!

ForFor furtherfurther informationinformation pleaseplease visitvisit thethe
bookbook project’sproject’s websitewebsite:: httphttp:://www//www..ibib..huhu--
berlinberlin..de/buchideede/buchidee..//
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